The Towner Tattler
The Boone County Historical Museum Newsletter
March 2016
314 S. State St. Belvidere, Il 61008
Phone: 815-544-8391 Fax: 815-547-1691
Website: bchmuseum.org
Email: info@bchmuseum.org

Letter from the Society President
Dear Members and Friends of BCHM,
Before we know it, spring will be upon us, bringing new beginnings and
rejuvenated spirits. The Boone County Historical Museum is no exception!
2016 will surely be a year of new events, new volunteers, new exhibits,
new projects, and new ideas!
First of all, I would like to welcome Ashley and Leah— two temporary staff
members, to our museum! They have joined us to assist with a very generous donation that we received from the family of Melvin and Mildred
Banks. Ashley Downing is the current Curator of the DuPage County Historical Museum. She has a graduate degree in Anthropology from NIU, and
a Museum Studies Certificate from Northwestern University. Ashley has created many exhibits during her years of museum professional experience.
Ashley will be working with BCHM’s Executive Director, and with the Historical Society board to design and create a wonderful new Natural History
room! Design and construction costs for the renovation of this room will be
funded by a generous donation from the Banks Family. In addition to the
monetary donation, we received Mildred Banks’s entire collection of
slides and prints! This brings us to our next temporary employee, Leah
Bush. Leah is an NIU graduate of History with a minor in Anthropology, and
an emphasis in Museum Studies. She is also a dedicated volunteer at the
Byron Museum of History, and is pursuing a career in Archives and Collection Management. Leah is sorting, organizing, labeling, and storing each
and every one of the 37,000+ slides in Mildred Banks’s collection! We are
very glad to have Ashley and Leah on our team, and looking forward to
the renovation and updating of our “Bird Room” gallery.
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We are also planning several new events this year! April 15th and 16th, the museum will be participating in Rockford Area Arts Council’s annual Spring
ArtScene. For those unfamiliar with ArtScene, it is an opportunity for artists to
showcase works of visual art at participating galleries, museums, coffee shops,
etc. Around 50 local establishments open their doors to thousands of people. It
is a chance for local artists as well as local businesses and cultural institutions to
gain exposure. Here at Boone County Historical Museum, we will feature a display of our permanent collection of art by local artists, as well as providing
space for three up and coming local artist to display their works. We are expecting hundreds of visitors during the two days of the event!
There will be another fun and exciting new event during Heritage Days weekend! We are collaborating with the Main Street Players of Boone County to create a “Murder Mystery” dinner event! The Main Street Players are creating a
special interactive play that will incorporate dinner guests with a cast of actors.
Guests will then have to solve the mystery of who committed a murder. This
event will be Friday, June 24th. Mark your calendars, and stay tuned for more
information. Seating will be limited!
Another exciting project that we have underway, is the upcoming publication
of a book! Historical Society Board member and author, Mike Doyle, is working
on re-writing and updating the book entitled The Belvidere Tornado that was
released in 2007. Mike is working with Director Anna Pivoras, and a committee
of researchers, editors, and PR people to create The Belvidere Tornado: Fifty
Years Later. This new book will be published and released in 2017, in time for the
50th anniversary of that fateful day.
We hope to see each and every one of you this year at ArtScene, the book
launch party, our new exhibit opening, the Ice Cream Social, our Lecture Series,
Murder Mystery night, and our membership potlucks. Thank you for being an
integral part of the success of the Boone County Historical Museum! The museum would not be here without the continued support and dedication of our
members!
Sincerely,
Dale Drake
Historical Society Board President
And
Anna Pivoras
Executive Director
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** Meet our Boards and Staff **
District Board
Teri Keegan-President
Patrick Murphy-Vice President
Lois Ramon-Secretary
Gail Bennett-Treasurer
Jim Zahrndt-Trustee

Society Board
Dale Drake-President
Grant Michaud-Vice President

Society Board Meetings are held the
third Tuesday every other month at 5:30
pm and are open to the public.
District Board Meetings are held on the
third Wednesday of the month at 4:00
pm and are open to the public.

Pam Zuromski-Secretary
Dick Stegemann-Treasurer
Luis Salinas
Ann Turner
Dave Harbolt
Jim Cox
Micki Ernest
Richard Van Evera
Bob Edwards
Marilyn Clanin
Mike Doyle
Carol Rowe
Naomi Schultz

*All meetings are in the Museum

Staff
Anna Pivoras-Executive Director
Lonna Bentley-Registrar
Dick Nelson–Maintenance

Our Mission Statement

“The mission of the Boone County Historical Museum is to
stimulate interest in Boone County history through education,
research and collection and preservation of artifacts and archival materials”
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~~~General Membership Potluck ~~~
The March General Membership Meeting will be held on March
8th (please note date change) at the museum at 6pm.
Bring a dish to pass and your own table service.
Yes, we will be serving Corned Beef and Cabbage!!
Join us for the fun!

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Cecilia Coles
Gene Shepherd Family
Carl and Judy Swanson
Bev Gorham
Tricia Smith
Gerry and Diane Reed
Ed and Lee Ladenburger
Dave and Micki Ernest
Thank you for your support!!
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~Upcoming Events~~

March 8th: General Membership Potluck 6pm @ museum
March 15th @ 5:30pm: Society Board Meeting. All Board
Meetings in Museum and are open to the public
March 16th @ 4:00 pm: District Board Meeting. All Board
Meetings at Museum and are open to the public
March 26th: Museum Closed for Easter
April 15-16th: Art Scene at the museum. Watch for info
April 15-Jun 15: Local Artist Exhibit in the Grand Gallery of
the museum
April 20th @ 4:00 pm: District Board Meeting. All Board
Meetings at Museum and are open to the public
May 17 @ 5:30pm: Society Board Meeting. All Board Meetings in Museum and are open to the public
May 18th @ 4:00 pm: District Board Meeting. All Board
Meetings at Museum and are open to the public
May 28th: Closed all day. Have a safe and happy Memorial
Day
WATCH FOR EXCITING EVENTS FOR HERITAGE DAYS
WEEKEND JUNE 24-26TH
June 24– Murder Mystery Dinner at the museum.
Info coming soon!!
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Boone County Historical Museum
Teacher Trunk Program

“Teacher Trunks” are boxes that contain a variety of artifacts, documents, and
educational material; each trunk will focus on a particular era or event in
history. The items in the trunks will be used for hands-on learning in the
classroom.
Teacher Trunks will soon be available for teachers at any school or homeschool organization to rent from the museum.
Some of the themes that the different Teacher Trunks will focus on include:
WWI, WWII, The Great Depression, Fossils in Northern Illinois, Native
American Tribes in Northern Illinois, Life in a Turn of the Century Household, The Belvidere Tornado of 1967, and MANY MORE to come!
The Boone County Historical Museum is currently accepting donations of
any items that may be relevant to the aforementioned topics! We are also
in need of medium sized trunks, or old suitcases that would be used to
store and transport the artifacts.
Please contact Anna or Lonna with any donations to BCHM’s new Teacher
Trunk Program!! 815-544-8391 or info@bchmuseum.org
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Boone County Historical Museum
314 S. State St.
Belvidere, IL 61008
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